
 
 
 

 

 

 

Media Information 

AN ARTISTIC JOURNEY 
In a new monograph the painter Henrik Placht depicts his travels to Palestine, Viet Nam, and North 
Korea. Paintings and Bridgebuilding. Travels from 2002 – 2019 reflects both his personal development 
and the transformation of his artistic oeuvre, making it clear how art and culture can influence each 
other.  

 
Bielefeld/Berlin, October 10, 2019 – Paintings and Bridgebuilding. Travels from 2002 – 2019 by Henrik 
Placht (*1973) is a multi-layered chronicle of a long-term personal and artistic journey. After finishing his 
study of painting in Bergen and Berlin, the Norwegian artist realized that a simple painter’s life would not 
be enough for him. 
 
So, in 2002 he initiated the founding of the International Academy of Art in Ramallah, creating a place for 
understanding in the midst of a conflict. Afterward he spent several years living and working in Viet Nam 
and North Korea, always on the search for new impressions and experiences. 
 
Placht’s encounters with various people, countries, and cultures not only changed him as a person, they 
also influenced his painting. Although initially his paintings were characterized by strict geometrical 
compositions, now Arabian ornament and Asian light enhance his artistic language. 
 
Documentary photographs and essays by Reem Fadda, director of the Abu Dhabi Cultural Foundation, and 
the Paris-based philosopher Raphael Zagury-Orly enrich the monograph on other levels, and at the same 
time, attempt to connect the power of art, humanity, and cultures. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
KERBER VERLAG 

KERBER is an independent international art book publisher with branches in Bielefeld and Berlin. Since 1985, KERBER 
publishes ambitious, top-quality, and individualized books on contemporary and modern art, on photography and 
cultural history. 

Every year, KERBER produces about 120 prize-winning monographs, exhibition catalogues, and artist books, all of 
which are made in close cooperation with artists, designers, museums, foundations, and galleries. Every book is 
created with the greatest of care and technical know-how at the in-house printing shop in Bielefeld. 

KERBER publications are available worldwide. Due to strong distribution partners, KERBER books are actively marketed 
by local representatives in more than eighty countries. KERBER participates regularly in all relevant international book 
fairs. 

In addition to selected books, KERBER issues exclusive art works, photographs, or graphics; unique works are 
conceived of by both renowned and emerging artists. 

www.kerberverlag.com 
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